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# 0437
french, c. 1780
caraco
printed cotton

p. 02
# 7475
french, c. 1845
bonnet
cream silk
floral trim



-About the collection-


 In recent years fine art museums have 

rediscovered the art of costume, its relevance and 

interrelationship with other media.  While institutions attempt 

to build or refine their collections, historic examples have 

become increasingly difficult to find. 


 Assembled over a long period of time, this 

collection includes many items that could not be found 

today. The comprehensive collection we present  focuses on 

European fashion from 1710 through 1920 and includes 

over 600 costumes and c.  700 accessories – primarily from 

France, England and America.  The collection gives a 

summary of the development of European fashion in both 

centuries without a gap. 


 All objects are superb examples that document the 

evolution of dress during this period. Besides this the 

costumes and dresses are in an exceptional state of 

preservation – unchanged, the fabrics in remarkable 

condition with bright and fresh colours. 


 The collection includes an amazing array of 

women’s dresses and gowns that document the stylistic 

change of each decade – important examples of 18th 

century dresses (ROBES A LA FRANCAISE / ROBES A L´ANGLAISE / 

DIRECTOIRE DRESSES), superb 19th century costumes (EMPIRE 

DRESSES, great   BALL GOWNS of  the 1850s as well as an 

important section of women´s SPORTING OUTFITS etc.), 

numerous complete three-piece men’s suits from 1750 

through the whole 19th century and extremely rare children’s 

dresses of the 18th and 19th century. The wide range of 

accessories contains engageantes, fichus, corsets, hats, 

shoes, purses, handbags, etc. 


 The costumes and accessories are sold as a 

collection. This collection enables a museum to build up a 

complete costume department within one step. It will be at 

eye level with the leading museums collections worldwide.

# 0625
french, c. 1800
evening dress with train
embroidered sheer muslin gauze
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 Martin Kamer and Wolfgang Ruf are leading experts 

for European costumes and textiles worldwide. Collections they 

built up are shown in the leading fashion museums worldwide 

(see reference list below). Martin Kamer from Zug 

(Switzerland) is one of the important costume designers on 

international stages. He worked in Salzburg (Austria) with 

Damiani and Strehler and for the Shakespeare festival theatre 

in Stratford on Avon. In the 1970s he had a close collaboration 

with Rudolf  Nurejev. Since the 1980s he collects  and sells 

historic clothing to important museums.





 Galerie Ruf AG in Beckenried (Switzerland) was 

established by Wolfgang Ruf  in the 1980s in Rastatt 

(Germany). He collects and sells European costumes and 

dresses as well as European textiles.

-About the collectors-

# 0387
french, c. 1760
robe a la francaise
silk brocade
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Riggisberg, Abegg-Stiftung

Zuerich, Swiss National Museum

Boston, Museum of Fine Arts

Chicago, Art Institute

Detroit, Art Institute

Los Angeles, County Museum of Art

Los Angeles, Getty Museum

New York, Metropolitan Museum

Philadelphia, Museum of Art
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Kyoto, Costume Institute
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# 3360
french, c. 1800
court coat
silk embroidered velvet



# 0340
french, c. 1760
robe a la francaise
ivory + Light blue figured silk brocade



# 0370
french, c. 1760
robe a la francaise
green + ivory brocaded mauve silk faille



# 0380
french, c. 1765
robe a la francaise (a grand panier)
brocaded shot silk



# 0420
french, c. 1775 (Made from 1740s fabric)
robe a la francaise (shown: retrousse dans les poches)
ivory brocaded silk faille

# 0421
english, c. 1760
petticoat
quilted silk



# 0430
dutch (?), c. 1765
robe a la francaise (with matching petticoat)
ivory brocade, bronze chinese silk for the european market



# 0435
french, c. 1780/85
robe a la francaise
(with matching petticoat with compere)
striped silk taffeta



# 0455
french, c. 1780/85
robe a l´anglaise
striped silk taffeta



# 0500
french, c. 1785 (made from 1740s fabric)
robe a l´anglaise
(with matching petticoat)
brocaded pale yellow silk satin



# 0575
english, c. 1793/95
open robe
gold + orange brocaded ivory satin



# 0530
french, c. 1780
robe a l´anglaise
indienne printed linen

# 0366
french, c. 1740
petticoat
silk



# 0800
french, c. 1820/22
evening dress
figured silver silk satin



# 0795
english, c. 1820/22
reception dress
lilac + pale yellow plaid silk



# 1000
english, c. 1845
visiting dress
blue + orange printed wool



# 0925
french, c. 1836
summer dress (with matching capelet)
red printed cotton



# 1105
french, c. 1850
ball gown
ivory brocaded green damask moire



# 1005
english, c. 1845/50
day dress
„op art“ printed cotton



# 1140
american, c. 1855
reception dress (with capelet)
chequered silk



# 1128
french, c. 1855
amazone (with original hat)
black superfine



# 1192
french, c. 1865
dressing robe
embroidered black wool



# 1195
french, c. 1865
reception dress
magenta silk moire, aniline dyed



# 1245
french, c. 1865
ball gown
red silk velvet, black net



# 1220
french, c. 1865
reception dress
yellow silk faille, black lace



# 1295
english, c. 1868
reception dress (with matching stole)
yellow brocaded striped black silk gauze



# 1260
french, c. 1865
ball gown
pale pink tulle, lace, taffeta + straw



# 1365
american, c. 1875
promenade dress
printed cotton voile



# 1300
english, c. 1866
ball gown
cream wool + silk mix, cobald taffeta, black lace trim



# 1440
french, c. 1875
reception dress (3pc)
marron glacé silk taffeta



# 1380
french, c. 1875
summer promenade dress
black + ochre printed white cotton gauze



# 1505
french, c. 1880
reception dress
cut silk velvet, silk satin + lace



# 1480
french, c. 1878
promenade dress (2pc)
navy faille



# 1982
french, c. 1905/10
bathing suit (bloomers, tunic + belt)
wool with braid applications



# 1705
american, c. 1890
skating outfit (skirt, two bodices, cape + muff)
dovegrey wool, embroidery + persian lamb fur trim



# 1575
american, c. 1880
reception dress
polychrome woven garnet silk brocade + satin



# 2110
french, c. 1915
reception dress
Striped copper shot silk taffeta



# 0745 a
english, c. 1815/20
caraco
cream silk satin



 

# 6813
english, c. 1870/75
bustle petticoat
cotton covered steel

# 6840
english, c. 1870/75
bustle pad
striped horse hair

# 6920
american, c. 1885
riding bustle
steel wire



# 7186
english, c. 1880/90
ribbon corset
(labeled „sapphire

# 7135
english, c. 1880
corset
fawn sateen, partly boned
corded with cotton lace
dyed to match the sateen

# 7165
english, c. 1900
corset
brown sateen

# 7170
english, c. 1900
corset
silk



# 9070
english, c. 1845/50
gentlemen´s waistcoat
cut velvet



# 7326
french, c. 1875/80
pair of ladies´heeled shoes
ochre leather, silk ribbon

# 7344
english, c. 1910
pair of ladies´heeled shoes
ivory silk, silk glass bead
embroidered

# 7330
english, c. 1875/80
pair of ladies´boudoir shoes
garnet quilted  satin



# 8244
english, c. 1865
fichu á´la marie-antoinette
black lace, velvet ribbon



# 3095
english, c. 1740
jacket
gold + chenille embroidered silk satin



# 3135
french, c. 1750
coat
rust cut silk velvet, gilt buttons



# 3151
english, c. 1775
habit a la francaise
coat/breeches: embroidered prune,  silk velvet
Waistcoat: Embroidered silk satin



# 3152
english, c. 1775
habit a la francaise
coat + breeches: embroidered prune silk velvet
waistcoat: embroidered silk satin



# 3230
english, c. 1775
waistcoat
cut velvet „A Disposition“, glass bead embroidery



# 3200
french, c. 1780
habit a la francaise
coat + matching waistcoat + breeches: embroidered striped silk



# 3210
english, c. 1780
habit a la francaise
coat + breeches: metal, mirror + silk embroidered cut velvet
waistcoat: silk satin



# 3260
french, c. 1790 
gentlemen´s outfit (3pc) (habit degage)
coat + breeches: silk
waistcoat: velvet



# 3280
french, c. 1795
„incroyable“ outfit
coat: striped silk with steel buttons
waistcoat + underwaistcoat: embroidered



# 3336
french, c. 1805
gentlemen´s outfit (3pc) 
velvet coat with detachable steel buttons
embroidered waistcoat, silk breeches




